
  

Citizen Corp  

After September 11, 2001, America witnessed a wellspring of selflessness and heroism. People in every corner of 

the country asked, "What can I do?" and "How can I help?" Citizen Corps was created to help all Americans answer 

these questions through public education and outreach, training, and volunteer service.  

Citizen Corps Councils helps drive local citizen participation by coordinating Citizen Corps programs, developing 

community action plans, assessing possible threats and identifying local resources.  

Citizen Corps asks you to embrace the personal responsibility to be prepared; to get training in first aid and 

emergency skills; and to volunteer to support local emergency responders, disaster relief, and community safety.  

The Citizen Corps Affiliate Program expands the resources and materials available to states and local 

communities by partnering with Programs and Organizations that offer resources for public education, outreach, 

and training; represent volunteers interested in helping to make their community safer; or offer volunteer service 

opportunities to support first responders, disaster relief activities, and community safety efforts.  

Citizen Corps is coordinated nationally by the Department of Homeland Security. DHS also works closely with the 

Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) to promote volunteer service activities that support 

homeland security and community safety. CNCS is a federal agency that operates nationwide service programs 

such as AmeriCorps, Senior Corps, and Learn and Serve America. Participants in these programs may support 

Citizen Corps Council activities by helping to establish training and information delivery systems for neighborhoods, 

schools, and businesses, and by helping with family preparedness and crime prevention initiatives in a community 

or across a region.  

Securing our safety and freedom requires that we all work together. Every American has a critical role to play.  

 


